Occurrence of hepatocellular and cholangiocellular carcinoma in different hepatic lobes.
Separate hepatocellular and cholangiocellular carcinoma (double cancer) in the liver are extremely rare subtypes of primary hepatic carcinomas. We report a case of double primary liver carcinomas that were surgically resected simultaneously. A 66-year-old man was admitted because of elevation of serum levels of alpha-fetoprotein. Abdominal computed tomography and angiography showed two hypervascular masses in S4 and S8 hepatic segments. With the diagnosis of multiple hepatocellular carcinomas, the tumors were surgically resected. Histological examination showed that the tumor in S4 segment was moderately differentiated cholangiocellular carcinoma, the other in S8 segment was trabecular, moderately differentiated hepatocellular carcinoma. Immunohistochemically, a positive staining in carcinoembyonic antigen and cytokeratin 7 supported the diagnosis of cholangiocellular carcinoma for the tumor in S4 segment. The frequency of double cancer in the liver is much lower than mixed or combined cancer (0.1-0.5%). The different epithelial malignant tumors of hepatocellular carcinoma and cholangiocellular carcinoma, which were located in different hepatic lobes and resected simultaneously, has been reported in only two cases including the present case.